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Before the lifting of Martial Law, because of the high depression from 
Kuomintang authority and lack of social conditions for NGOs‟ development, 
Taiwan‟s NGOs were of small scale, little resource, limited impact and mobilization. 
Until 1980s, Taiwan‟s NGOs flourished as the result of Taiwan‟s economic 
development. After the Martial Law was abolished, Taiwan‟s NGOs sprang up, 
driving the transition of Taiwan society. Nowadays, Taiwan‟s NGOs are playing a 
significant role in Taiwan‟s international participation as „The Third Sector‟ in name 
and in fact. 
In the thesis, the methods of information analysis, quantitative analysis, 
comparative analysis and systematic analysis are applied, as well as the theories of 
civic society theory, governance theory and democratic transition theory. From the 
perspective of role and function, the effects of Taiwan‟s NGOs in Taiwan‟s 
democratic transition, cross-strait governance and international governance are 
discussed. The thesis consists of six parts: 
Chapter One is the thematic concerns, including research purpose, literature 
review, methodology and thesis structure. 
Chapter Two introduces the definition, characteristics, functions of NGOs, and 
describe the development process of Taiwan‟s NGOs. 
Chapter Three makes a deep study into the role and function of Taiwan‟s NGOs 
during Taiwan‟s democratic transition and the development of civil culture. 
Chapter Four proposes the cross-strait governance theory based on the cross-strait 
political reality, and evaluates the role and function of NGOs in the future 
cross-strait relation in the past thirty years and in the future. 
Chapter Five examines the international participation of Taiwan‟s NGOs, 
emphasizing the dilemma and solutions of Taiwan‟s NGOs. 
Chapter Six is the Summary of this paper. 
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